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possibly duting the latter half of the Pleistocene,, when land ry959 extended
iar bey6nd thelr present boundaties (Hope & Hope t976: 3o,Kikkawa et a/.
r98r:'r698). Th6 possibility of such.a chance ttansoceanic.crossing by- T2to
noaaebottiniin frorir northern Australia to colonize islands in the Banda Sea
by way of the Tanimbar Islands could be considered unrealistic wete it not
for additional evidence, that other avian species have in the past (e.9, Cacatua
pastinator goffni, Geopelia maageut) and at the present day do still follow this
route (Haiiert r9oi, Schodde & Mathews ry77), and, accordingly, that
considirable aviia,anal interchange has taken place in the past between the
southetn Moluccas (Buru) and the Tanimbar Islands (see- Hattert (r9or) for
similadties between a number of species and subspecies ftom these islands).

However, T.n. calelii of.Buru does show some slmilalty to 7' inexpectata of
Sulawesi in having the vrhite dotsal spots replaced by brownish ones.
Geographical position (see Audley-Chades (r984 for discussion onpast land
"onriections Eet*een'Crlebes and Australo-Papua) and morphological
similarity of. T. ircxpectata to T.n. caylii suggests that inexpectata may have
budded bff much ea?lier and speciated from the T. nouaebollandiae line,

The origin of manuti is mote difficult to explain but_it may^have followed
a northeaitedy route from Buru around northetn New Guinea via the
Moluccas, to ihe Admiralty Islands (see Salomonsen (1976: 591-6) fot a
possible route). Rothschild & Hartert (r9r4) also suggest that manusi is
ir."..st to cayiii. T.n. maxusi, in my opinion, on the other hand, exhibits litde
or no morphological similarity to T. aurantia, from New Britain, although
T. anrantii presimably originated and diverged from Masked Owl stock
(Schodde & Mason ry8r:.77),

lf T. nouaehollandiae did follow this suggested evolutionary toute, it is
possible that there are undiscovered populations on some of the islands
around the Moluccas and the Vogelkop' There ate a number of publications
discussing collections from intetvening locations thtoughout this region
without ieference to T. nouaehollandiae, while few specimens of the races dis-
cussed above exist in collections. Kiiln, for example (Hartert rgor), whilst
collecting on Timorlaut (Tanimbat lslands), did not procure-any specimens
of sorocula, and the paucity of specimens from islands north of Australia may
suggest a number of possiUititlis, e.g. a lack of systematic collecting of night
bir-ds, the inaccessibility of likely locations, that populations of these sub-
species may be low in number or that they have a very patchy distribution -

or a combination of all these factors.

Tyto novaehollandiae calabyi subsp- nov.
I{o/ot1pe. (Riiksmuseum van Natuurlijke listolie, Leiden) l:g. No. 42474,

Field N6. 3o5, bdult 6, Merauke (southetn New Guinea-see Fig. r), zz April
196o, coll. A. Hoogerwerf. Measurements (mm) wing 3o5, tail rp, culmen
(from cere) 24.1, t^rsvs 70.' 

Pararypes. (Riiksmuseum van Natuudijke Hltorie, I.eiden) Reg. No. 42471,
g; (American Museum of Natural History) Reg. Nos. 425939, 4ztg4o-6
and f respectively.

Series studied. 2 4 6,2I 9; d, Q immatures.
Range. T.n. calabli inhabits southern New Guinea, in the eucalypt savannahs

between Merauke and the Fly River Delta (Fig. I).
Diagaosir. T.n. catafuti diffeis from tropical iiland populations (meluilletsit,
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ca'telii, sorocula and, manusi) rn "its large size and its coarser spotting and speck-

iii;";; t;; d"r.^i rorf*J. It is disiinguished frcm galei .\y its darker dusky

"rri tu*tty, and less coarsely mottled, dotsal plumage (I'Iate 2)' and Latget

size (Tabl'e r).-- 
attt o"gt 

' 
calabli of southern New Guinea is said not to differ from

nutaehollaidiae (M6es r964, ryBz), calab1i can be distinguished by its consist-

;;;;;;;k;. dtrsal pl,lmage'1a aautts] z immatures). when compale{, with .7
-.?i"".t ""i fantt'pnutJUiiis from the northern limits of nouaehollandiae's

i;;;;: T" date thete'are no dark phase birds with an extensive tusset wash

;;;"h" a;r;ri sorface recorded frbm southetn New Guinea. Moreover,--in

aif..i"n f."r-t nouaebollaniliae, calabli exhibits a numbet of chatactets similar

;;';;i;F. poi"- r"utt.t patte;n to"the lesser wing .coverts,. secondary and

oriff"tu nl'n, f."rtt.t. (+contrasting with the rest of the dark dorcal-plumage)'

i*i.'.df.r?f..ri"g ""ai"i. to the"low_er portion of the tarsus and toes, and
proportionally larger tarsi and smallei tails- (Table r)- Although New

6;il;;-;i;A ir"-^, t^rg" as nominate nwaehollandial, they. differ in their

f"["i ""f*"" and tatsus ind their appendage ratios (Table r)'

Ety*otopy.This subspecies is namiJ after Dr. John H. Calaby in acknow-

f.a"t-..ri|f lir ."pp"it and encouragement to my work over the years and

bec7use of his deep past ioterest in this species'
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The nomenclature o{ Buteo oreopltilus

U A.H. Janes and J' lf,/attel
Renitted I Marcb t981

In rgr4,Hattett & Neumann describe4 a species of bazzard from Koritscha,

B,tf,iopi", under the name Bsteo oreopltilus, fiving as. the range of this species

the mtuntain areas of central, northeast, and east Africa, Sclater (r919) was

ift" nir, to suggest that the fesident btzzatds of southern Africa.might also

belone to the"sime species (see also Roberts r94o, Courtenay-Latimer t94t).

it -"! not unril ry'57 thai Rudebeck fotmally described and named the

South Africatr t.gttt..tt of this resident bwzzard,asBttteo bute-o trilonatnst tYPe

io""Uty Knysna,"Cape Province_. Ilesitantly, he followed Meinertzhagen
(rqii)'i" cJnsidering both oreophilus and triqonatus- as conspecific with the

ii,1i^Ji"" Btteo buteoi Since then the taxonomic affinity of these fotms has

U"." ""^-ined by many authors, tesulting- in widely varying. conclusions.

i. FI. I. intends io discuss the taxonomy o-f the group.(James in ptep'), but

t.fore'dolng so there is a need to clear up. the nomenclatural confusion that

has arisen iecently from Btooke's (rgt+) conclusion that in.his opinion

noa"U".t (r95 7) ri'as not the first author to desctibe the South African form

of. Buteo.--in 
rg3o, Andrew Smith stated publication of a.seties of papers. in the

Sootn ,{ftican Quartedy Journal, *[.ti.h h. appatently intende{should fotm

" t i"a of catalolue of South African bitds. In tfying.to identify these birds

he referred to ievaillant's Hhtoire Natarelle det Oiseat'tx d'Afriqrc (t799-

r8o8) and to Daudin's Traiti ilinentaire et conplet d'onitbologie (r8oo). The

lattei wotk save binominal scientific names. After citing these, Smith gave

cateful desctTptions of the material he had at hand' At the time these were

flot meant td constitute descriptions of new species (Mees 1967, Clancey

ii al. ,971, but they wefe latef tonsidered as suih by him and also by other

authots.
Among the species of. Buteo found in South Africa, Smith (r83o) listed

Buteo tac"bardas (Faho tachardas Daudin, rSoo). and- Buteo detertora2(lalc2

desertortln Daudin, fioo). Falco tacbardus Dau{i1 is based upon.Le.Tachard

as depicted on Plaie rg in Levaillant (published in ry99), and Falco desertontm

O"*ii" on Le Rougri 1Pl"t. 17 in Levailla"j tZ2S). Both names, and pat-

ticularly F. duertopt"n have later been applied toBateo bfieo uulpinas Glo-ger,

t a f 3, "'*igtant to South Africa. However, Hartert (t9r4:trz5.) utas. of the

opinion thi't Le Rougri is unidentifiable [. . . Figment of fanta-sY I The fox-red

"io".o"r,r. the des;ription of the o.tderparts, the beautiful yellow bill,

.tri..il^rru mentioned in the description, void the use of the name desertontm.

Oi t.o 6f "n tnit. the miraculousinimal should be resident in South Africa

and bleed there]; and that Le Tachard refers to Pernis apiuoru (Linnaeus,


