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CAFRICAN SCOPS OWILL,
' Afhi':{_kptﬁ?' i*{:‘?-iﬁ_—':‘ﬁl.f{?ﬁﬁé . Sﬁ? AINS,

Yariegated Wiﬁl grey, ferruginous, and black 3 ears. grev,

withoutl any margingd band ; margioal base of the shotdders,

~whitish.  SBeeond qxull»-feaﬁhﬂr shﬁrter tban the fiftls

550 many “authors of gaad reyute* have recorded

- that the little Horned Owl of Europe is also a native
of Africa, that in the absence of positive proof to
the contrary, we were bound to believe the faet.
ivery fresh examination, however, of these specids, -
which on equally good testimony are asserted
to inhabit widely different regions, diminishes the
number of these supposed cosmopolites, and throws
increased doubt upon the remainder. It is im-
possible, of course, to know whether the bird we
shall now describe is' that which has been mistaken
for the European scops; ‘but if s0, we hesitate not
- to pmnaunm it a decidedly different &pcmes. The
specimen from the south of France is now before
‘us, together with that we here deszfm*zted for the
first time, under the name of S. S‘mwgalensw. Tt
- may at-once be known from the former, by being
smaller, by the absence of the black marginal or
semicircular Jine behind the ear, and by the whitish
colour of the shoulders. The two first maght be
* Le Vaillant, Taumindk, &c. |



28 .wmmw BEOPS GWEL.

sttfl‘lbllt{ﬂﬁﬁ t{s f-lmmte' the wmnd toa difference Gf
sex, but the. i}urﬂ ﬂ:atmctmn, more especially when
_coupie‘{i with the others, is r}itﬂi“t“fh&'r devisive,

It is almost impossible io give u correct ides, by
: msd«, of those intricate mixtures of coluurs scen in
the plumage of the owls and Ixaﬂhtjah. On such
nocasions it appears pmfembie to single out two or
three parts for minute description, mad not attenip
2 laboured account of the remuinder. W iihum
theref@m eecupvmm more space’ than Is ne -zz%cu&.l
~we shall merah observe, that the general cast of the
plumage of these two 5}}&&1@5 are so much alike,
that we can feel no surprise at thcir liaving been
“mistaken for the same.  Yet, aven in some of these
markings, when L]‘.Qﬁe}} examinad, thiere is a tangible
difference. . The inner s webs of the greater quills,
for 1nat¢nw, on ihe S, f?ﬁé@ﬁii&u% are light-brown,
| passmﬁ' into buff, and marked across with about
~ six well defined blackish bars, I}id{‘f*d in au oblique
direetion, and extending entirely across the web;
w}mrem, in 8. E mrrymﬁue, ihf:&a@ bmxrs are not entirely
more {:’hs»cuw, but they are uwpon a dull black ish
gmunfl 80 as to become Imrthr undaﬁned the-.spﬂm
on the vuter web of the guills are larger whiter,
and fewer. On the first quill there ave nine in
8. Europaews, and but six in' 8. Sencgalensis.  In
S. Europeus, the outer hall of the greater wing-
covers beneath is entirely black ; but in Seacgalonsis,
they are entirely lntxsh., ‘with two slender black
transverse bLunds. The axille of the shoulders in
-ihxs wre eream. {:ulaur. tinged with ferruginous, pre-
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~cisely similar, in fact, to the whitish scapular line
SO COIMIMON AMOnY the owls ; but in the European
species, the axille, like the lesser ’wmg-cavcrs} are
- deep and uniform rufous-brown. |

Finally, there is a difference in point of structure
which must not be passed over. The wings are
shorter than in the European, which has the second
quill equal to the fourth; but in this, the second
quili is not even so long as the fifth. Henece ensues
a great difference in aﬂ the remainder, for in this.
the third and fourth are equal and longest, whereas
in the S. Furopeus the third exceeds all the
others.  The annexed cut will explain these dif-
ferences at a glance, and will s’h{}w how much more
vigorous must be the flight of the Lurﬁ?em} ;,{*(}gm
dmn ﬂhzt of the f‘seneg*& species.

| 'lher ccﬁlﬁurmg and markings ﬁf the a_pec tes of
this group are remarkubly d’é:hf— i there are twe from
Java and one from Drazil, which in this respect
are as similar to S, Luropeens as is the preseot

bird.



