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Pyctorhis siuensis saturatiot, subsp. nov.

Adult. Upper parfs, especially head, saturated ; very dark
brown, paling only on thc rump. Chestnut colour of wings
darker. Size as in typical P. sinensas. Large sories
examined.
: I)istributioru. Bhutan aud Buxa Doarsn Sikkhim.

Type. It the Rrit ish Museum. Bhutan Doars, Jan. 1877.
Br i t .  Mus.  Reg.  No.  86.10.1. ,4661 (Mand,e l l i ) .  Hume col l .

0tus bakkam@na deserticolor, subsp. nov.

Atlult. Birds frorn Sind and Beluchistan stand out at a
glanco from tlre rest of the 150 Collaled Scops Owls I have
exarnined. Ground-colour of upper parts very pale, a gre;,-
browu and the yellow on the collar and scapulars very pale ;
under parts vory pale almost a white ground with lrardly
arry rufescent t inge. Wing 165-175 rrrnr. (both sexes) .

I)istri.bution. Sind, N. Beluchistan ; a young bird frorn
Muscat in the Bombay Mrrs. rppears to belong hore, and there
is an adult ir-r thc Kurachi Museum labolled " Bushirc."

'l'ype. In tho British }Iuseum, g , Ilydertbad, Sind.
10 April, 1878 ; Brit. Mus. Rog. No. 86. 2. L.36L (8, A.
Butler). Hume coll.

Col. R. MnrNnnr:zstcEN, on behalf of Mr. P. A. Buxton,
aslied somo quostions regarding

Desert Ornithology.

1. Whother birds which breed iu hot deserts disl ike
leaving their eggs exposed to tho sun for any time ?
Col. Meinertzhagen presnnred that both parents of Sand-
Grouse lnust como to water at sorne time, and that the eggs
rnust therefore be left to the rays of tho sun-at any rate,
for a short period.

Sorne birds in hot climntes bury their eggs, notably
Pl,uuianus and Charadrius uarius. Is this dono for protec-
tion against the sun or against nal,ural enemies ?

2, Are ihe eggs of biLds laid in deserts of a peculiar doselt
type, or do they conform to the geleral iype of the group to


