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speci f ica l ly  a l igned wi th  magicus or  any other  taxon,  but  requi res
recogni t ion as a d is t inct  species.

NICOBAR SCOPS OWL Otus alius, sp. nov.

Holotype. Bombay Natural History Society No. 22578, adult male (see
Plate 3, upper left) from Campbell Bay, Great Nicobar Island, 7'00'N,
93'50'E, India; collected 3 March 1966 by Humayun Abdulali.

Diagnosis. A medium-sized Otus with predominantly warm brown,
mostly unstreaked and finely barred plumage; ear tufts evenly and
finely barred, rounded, and of medium length; facial disk indistinctly
paler than rest of plumage, l ightly barred at its lower edge; dark border
to facial disk not prominent; bil l  medium-sized and mostly brownish;
white scapular spots rounded, nearly restricted to outer web, with
broad black tips; most distal portion and much of rear edge of tarsus
bare; toes and claws relatively large.

Otus alius is closest in morphology to some members of the
manadensis superspecies of Marshall (1978), from all of which it differs
in possessing scapular spots that are bordered above and below by
broad black bands, giving a rounded shape to the white centres. It
differs additionally from adults of all Asian taxa in possessing a
combination of f inely barred overall plumage, entirely lacking streaks
above, and having a marked reduction of ventral streaking, over which
the heavy tricoloured barring predominates; and in having relatively
large claws. Although sample size is insu{ficient for statistical testing,
its wing formula differs from all taxa Marshall (1978) placed in magicus
(but not O. enganensis or O. umbra) in that P3 (from outermost) is
longer, while the inner secondaries are shorter (Table 1), and l ike the
latter two only, the bill is mostly brownish. Additional differences are
given in the 'Remarks' section.

Distribution. Both specimens were collected near sea level at
Campbell Bay, Great Nicobar Island. There are no other published
reports of Scops-owls from Great Nicobar.

Description of the holotype. Capitalized colours are from Smithe
(1975); colour comparisons were made under weak fluorescent l ight,
with diffused sunlight from an open window.

Sides of forehead above supercil ium finely barred Cinnamon (39),
whitish, and Burnt Umber (22); t:ase of central crown feathers Clay
Color (26), central streaks Fuscous (21); base of poorly-marked whitish
supercil ium feathers paler than Cinnamon, with narrow, widely-spaced
Burnt lJmber bars; base of ear tufts Cinnamon, narrowly barred Dark
Grayish Brown (20); ear tufts rather short, prominent, with broad
feather tips; bases of facial feathers at sides of bill more rufescent than
Cream Color (54); bases of rictal bristles Buff-Yellow (53), at least t ips
blackish; short feathers below and in front of eye vaguely dark-barred
with pale Cream Color bases; facial disk behind eye Cinnamon with
whitish shafts and dusky mottling, rear and lower portion whitish with
fine Dark Grayish Brown barring and mottling, narrow, indistinct disk
rim Dark Grayish Brown on lower and rear edges; only_ slight
extensions to rear auriculars despite fresh plumage; chin feathers
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coloured as feathers at bill sides; throat pale buff with fine dark barring

near t ips of longer chin feathers. Rest of crown, nape, and.hindneck l ike

centrai crown, lut with streaking becoming obsolete and narrow dark

bars prominent on rear crown.
Mantle through lower back close to Raw umber Q3) in aspect, dark

bars ca. 2 mm 'i ide, sl ightly paler than Fuscous, l ight bars ca. 1.7 mm

wide, mostly Cinnamon bul paler near bases. Scapular.spots rounded,

mainiy whiie encircled by Dirk Grayish B^rown (blackish) bands, and

surrounding base co lour  Amber (36) ,  wi th_ f ine Burnt  Umber mark ings,

scapulars i i .rnu-o.t near bases. Tertials have broad (ca. 4.1 mm)

indistinct bands between Fuscous and Olive-Brown (28) and narrow

(ca. 1.3 mm) smoke Gray (45) bands;-largest feathers of alula with bars

ii. Z.S mm, Cinnamon and paler, medium bars ca' 4 '0 mm and stippled

darker, ruiro* dark bars Fuscous; outer primaTy (11).has .l ightest
u""a. ,hgt tly paler than cinnamon, medium bands slightly paler than

Otirr.-nr6-.r, and darkest bands Fuscous; li_ght band^s paler on inner

primaries. Uppertail coverts closest to Raw Umber (23), with f ine dark

tar. of Burni ijmber giving vermiculated aspect, uppertail surface with

palest ba.rds of Cinnimon, medium bands lnely speckled. with dark,

gi,rirrg olive-Brown aspect, -darkest bars Fuscous; banding pattern

fairly strong on uppersides of rectrices.
Upp". b?east 

'Citrnu' ' 'o.t 
with ca. 1.5mm distinct Fuscous bars

dirtaliy, ca. 1.2 mm Fuscous shaft streaks; lower breast Cinnamon with

.rurro*'bu6 between olive-Brown and Fuscous, on breast sides shaft

streaks ere Fuscous, a few as wide as 2.2mlr'rr, some bars slightlV laler
than cinnamon; centre of belly with more white, whitetands ca. 4 mm

broad, Cinnamon bands ca. 3 *m, blackish bars ca' 0'7 mm, narrow

*f,i i" '  shaft streaks; t ips of bars on lower f lanks deteriorate into

vermiculations, otherwi;e they are broad cinnamon bands with narrow

whit" urrd fine'blackish bars. Undertail coverts rufescent whitish for

nlo.t of their length but with tips barred as is belly, although. rufous

tui. u." closer tJgether. Tarsal- feathers mostly. Cinnamon ."ith fine

Frr*o.r. bars; bare"patch on upper hind tarsus' *t+ u narrow bare strip

along the upper third, featheiing meeting^ventrally on medial.section;

a.tr"ttv, f"ath"ting ends 8.6 mm short of joint formed by phalanges

1-2 of third digit.- 
Dried cere d"ull yellowish-brown; maxilla ti.n a_n{_ distal half cutting

edge blackish-brown, most of sides-of maxil la dull yellowish-brown,

6;;; ";a culmen ridge paler and yellower; mandible dull yellow with

..ttti.tg edge and basle dark brown. Dried toes dark yellowish-brown,

"fu*r--otTty dusky horn, black distally-, gr-a{i1s.1ea1.!as99 to paler

ve l lowish-b iown.  Narrow r ing of  bare orb i ta l  sk in  b lack ish.  No data on

,oft patt colours of fresh specimens or l jving birds'.

Discription of the paratyie. The female paratype is similar overall to

the holoiype, Lut is sligLily larger, more boldly rnarked, with more

*hit" on io*e, ,nde.pait.. trurk t ands on forehead broader, facial disk

slightly darker and more heavily,marked behind eye,; longest throat

fea"theis with coarser and more *id"ly spaced blackish barrings; mantle

,rroi" "our.. ly barred, with larger, whiter _spots basally;.alula more

contrasting; upper breast more sirongly marked and lower breast more
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variegated; f lanks have white bands broadest and blackish bands
heavier; upper tail more coarsely speckled, less banded; primaries with
pale bands- l ighter; tarsal feathering paler and more speckled. Both
iypes tet"mbli each other more closely than either does any specimen
examined of other taxa.

Measurements of the holotype (mm ) . Wing, flattened and straightened
(161.0) ;  centra l  r ic t r ix  (74. .+1;  tarsus (28.6) ;  cu lmen f rom skul l  (21 '7) ;
culmen, from anterior edge of cere (12.8) '  For additional measurements
and those of related species, see Table 1; sample sizes are insufficient
for statistical testing.

Specimens. Greaf Nicobar: BNHS (holotype); BNHS Z++11 \?;
paritype) from type locality (formerly Zoologtcal Survey of lndia [ZSI]
No.  33171,  co l lec ied 2 Apr i l  1 '977 by S.  S.  Saha for  K.  K.  T iwar i ) .

Etymology. The name alius, which is Latin for 'other' (this being
another Scops-owl from the Nicobar Islands), encapsulates the family
name of Mr Humayun Abdulali, who first collected this species' and
contributed a great deal to Indian ornithology, and in particular that of
the Andaman and Nicobar islands. The common name 'Nicobar

Scops-Owl' is appropriate and already in use solely for this taxon (King
1997 :26 ) .

Remarks

Additional differences
From O. beccarii (n =2 specimens examined and measured, and

photographs of type; Biak I.), alius differs greatly by its less
iontrait ing, paler, browner, less fluffy plumage; mantle more definitely
barred; more slender bil l ;  streaked forecrown; more definite eartufts;
less distinct facial disk; somewhat streaked below; primary coverts and
alula not dark and unmarked; and shorter, more prominently banded
tail. The highly isolated Otus beccarir is so distinct in plumage that even
Stresemann (1925) and Mayr & Meyer de Schauensee (1939) gave it
specific. status, .while Marshall (1978) .lumped. it tn magicu.s without
examlnlng specrmens unti l  his manuscript was in proof.

From Olzs insularis (Seychelles, n =6; colour plate of type, Tristram
1S80), alius differs markedly in its much smaller size, especially skull
and bil l  (Table 1); less prominent dark eye patch; eartufts not mainly
buffy and blotched; less ruffiike head feathers; less prominent facial
disk edge; lack of buff-spotted hindcollar; scapular spots not narrowly
black-edged and l ined; relatively longer wings; much shorter, sl ighter,
more extensively feathered tarsi; and relatively longer tail with broader
central rectrices (Table 1,). Otus insularis diverges most from alius of
any of the taxa considered here in its very heavy streaking below and
heavy blotching above. All adult specimens and photos of three l ive
birds are similar, but differ from other 'magicus' taxa, and insularis
is separated by so great a distance (Fig. 1) that others regard it as dis-
tincf (Watson 1980, Collar & Stuart 1985). Orieinally described in
a monotypic genus (Tristram 1880), it has even been considered a
'bakkamoena offshoot' (Peters 1'940: 97).

Otus alius differs from O. fmagicus] sulaensis (see Plate 3, lower right;
Sula Islands , n-2) in its much more extensively feathered tarsus; less

747 I h t l l .  B .O .C .  19e8  1  18 (3 )
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prominent dark eye patch; less heavily barred auriculars and, spotted

io*.,. th.out; shortei bil l  (Table 1); more uniformly, barred brown

dorsum lacking spots and streaks; more evenly spaced bands on outer

-"b., u.rd ligfr't Landing on inner webs of outer primaries; scapular

spots' lacking" lu.g" blaclk central patches; more prominently handed

tertials and"uppEr tail, and smallef size. Judging frgm its highly

distinctive ,roialiratio.ts and morphology, sulaensis is probably a

separate species (Hartert 1898, Finsch 1898, Coates & Bishop 1997'

King 1997) but only two adult specimens exist '
Fir three other taxa from islands off Sulawesi (for which the

combined world total of adult specimens is only six!), vocalisations are

unknown and the taxonomy unsettled. From o. fm.l halidupae (see
plate 3, lower left, Tukangbesi, n=2)t alius differs in its darker brown

colouration; less extensivJ tarsal feathering; less vermiculated venter;

less finely patterned eartufts; more prominently banded upp^er tail; very

Jiff"r"nt'r"upular spots; less strongly banded undersides of primaries,

fut stronger'banding of uppersides; an4 smaller overall size (Table 1).

f io* O. im.1 mr"aei; (Pelins I.; z= 3; Fck 1976), alius diffe.rs.in its less

u".-l"rrtut"a and unspeckled dorsum (in grey,morph); much longer tail

anJ especially wing; iess streaked and mofe barred venter; and much

-o." &t"n.i"e turi'at feathering (Table 1). From the unique specimen

it O. f*.1siaoensis (Siau I. in Sangihe Is.; Schlegel 1873), al-ius.differs

in its much larger size, especially wings and tail; i ts legk of a

conspicuous pale"ochre collarf i ts much broader tail banding (Table 1);

and its less richly coloured, more regularly barred venter'

Otus magicus sensu latu- 
,,q.dditiorrully to the characters listed above and below, Otus alius

differs from most of the remaining races of magicus in having, the

tertials less broadly and prominently banded. It is about the size of the

two small Lesser $unda. taxa (albiaentris and tempestatis-grey morph

of the latter is shown top right, Plate 3) and smaller than the remaining
(Moluccan) taxa, sampl^es oJ which were combined herein, but its feet

and claws'are relatively large for its size (Table 1). From albiventris

(Lombok to Lomblen.- n=25), alius difrers in its much shorter, more

iounded, unstreaked eartufts; shorter, le_ss profu.se. rictal bristles; and

breast more uniform with rest of venter. Contra Sibley & Monroe 1993,

o. alfredi (Flores; a=3) is not the red m-o_rph of albiventris, but belongs
to th; O. ipilocephalus group (Hartert 1.,925, Stresemann 1925, Widodo

et al. unpublished). From grey-morph tempestatis. (see Plate, upper

right, Wetar I.; n=6), alius 15''as-venter less mealy; less dark above the

ey-e; and more coar;ly barred eartufts;. and from the red morph. of

t impestatis (n=6), it hai narrower pale cinnamon (less orange) barring

moie prominently black-edged below.
From O. m. migicus (Am6oina and Scram; n-2+) a,lius differs greatly

in having the dor"sum much less heavily spotted pale, and the venter

with greitly reduced stfeaks and much less speckled, lacking bold black

markings; icapulars lack irregular black,marks. From Otus m. bouruensis
(Buru; 

"n=9),-alius 
is darker above, lacks-whitish hindcollar, has more

iegular bariing on primaries; less narrowly barred tail; paler eyepatch;
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smaller; and underparts browner,
O. m. leucospilos (Halmahera and

eartufts more barred; scapular spots
lacking strong, sharp streaks. From
Bacan, n=23), alius has a less pronounced facial disk; less white
spotting and more even patterning below, without strong contrast
between breast and belly; less uniform dorsum, lacking streaks; shorter
eartufts; and rather different scapular spots; O. m. obira (Obi, z=1
specimen examined and photos of type seen) resembles a rather dark
leucospilos. From O. m. morotensis (Ternate and Morotai, off
Halmahera; n=21.), alius differs essentially as from leucospilos but is also
paler. Another form attributed to magicus (Wolters 1970; not
mentioned by Marshall 1978), O. m. obsti Eck 1973, is probably a
mislabelled manadensis (Lambert & Rasmussen unpublished).

Eastern Indian Ocean endemics
Otus alius differs greatly from O. enganensis (Enggano Island; n =4

specimens examined, and photos of 3 others) in being less rufous and
more barred, with less streaking below and less vermiculation above;
scapular spots smaller with larger, blacker t ips; eartufts less finely
barred; tertials and tail more banded; bil l  smaller; toes heavier; and
tarsi less thickly feathered. The rather distinctive calls of enganensis
suggest it is a separate species (van Marle & Voous 1988, King 1997),
and this is here considered warranted as its plumage is very unlike
magicus. Otus alius differs from the much smaller (but geographically
nearest) O. umbra (Simeulue l.; n=2) in its less rufescent plumage
overall; paler facial disk; barred eartufts; larger black tips to whiter
scapular spots; broader pale bands on upper tail surface; and
proportionately much larger feet and claws. The vocalisations of umbra
are very distinct (Marshall 1978) so that, despite its similarity in
plumage (but not size and proportions) to enganensis, its specific status
is not in doubt. A closer relationship of alius wrth enganenszi and umbra
than with magicus is suggested by their shared wing formulae (Table 1;
unpubl. data) and bil l  colouration, qualitatively unlike those of
all Wallacean magicus subspecies, as well as sulaensis,, beccarii, and,
insularis. Although O. mentawi (Mentawai Is.; z=7 specimens
examined, photos of another) has been thought a member of
the magicus group (Neumann 1939, Eck & Busse 1,977), it is much
closer to O. bakkamoena (Riley 1929, Deignan 1950) and is treated as
a separate species by most on the basis of its highly distinctive
vocalizations.

Marshall (pers. comm. 1997) thought the Nicobar Scops-Owl must
be the same taxon as a pair of owls that apparently bred in 1976 on
Pulo Perak, off N.E. Sumatra, and the latter were listed in Otzls
magicus in Marshall & King (1988), and as 'Small-Island Scops Owl
Olzrs sp.'(Wells 1983). However, photos of two of the Perak owls
taken by M. Avery (no specimens exist) show them to be very
different from all these taxa, differing frorn alius in their long,
pointed, speckled eartufts; heavily streaked forehead and underparts;
much white on lower underparts; both webs of scapulars largely
white with small triangular black tips; white feathering on thin legs,
with distal third bare: and relativelv much smaller feet and claws.

149
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The Pulo Perak birds show no salient differences in plumagc from

the type of Otus sunia nicobaricus'

Other taxa- 
t ro- the variable O. manadensis (Sulawesi; n=47), a/izs diffcrs by

the same plumage and proportiona.l characters as those by which it

Jin"ir irom th" L"r.", S.t.tdut magicus forms, except that the.banding

;ith" [rt ials is similar; aliushas the breast more similar to the lower

""i..p*tt;- lucks blacli spotting and pale rufous bases to eartufts; has

"".i." ' iutt paler; ur.rally bro"ader- pale tail bands; paler central

f;;;;;;; iuig". claws; and smallei rounded white scapular spots.

S;;;i[" t.tu.rd Otus (n=3) have b.een thought idettical to manadensis

a$h;-fo" 1875, Meyer'1884, Finsch 1898), and differ essentially from

)7,.,r'i,,,,, a""r-*iii'ar"t;t; they will be dealt with elsewhere (Lambert &

Rasmussen unpubl ished) .  ,
From Japan"r" urrd tuiwa""s" taxa (O' e' elegans' Ryrrkyu and

e-ut"f I;.; ' ;= 15; boietensi.s, Lan.Hsti .I ' ; . n=l spec,imen' photos of 6

uJaitionut specimens u.rd o.t" living bird examined; and ,interpositus'
Borodino Is.; no specimens examined but photos of 6 specimens

""iif itl"t differs greatly in its wing formula; shorter wings; less. finelv

vermiculated but more"uniformly lolou red plumage; shorter,, barred

;;ili;t-l;;il.,g ..rfo.r"-i.,n",. *"bi; broade: p-ale tail.bands;.and,lack o{

small black mirkings in scapular spots. F rom O. letegansl calayensls

iii;;;";;;J tuluyi", Philippines; !-4); 
a few individuals of which

a/rus somewhat  resembl" ,  d ' . , "  to  the i r  barred mant les,  i t  d i f fers  in

b;i;g-b;;;";i; with barred eartufts lacking rufous edeel: t:::-l"u"t'

G; ?;"t baried tu.J f"uth"ring; less.conspicuous s-treaking and

*"r" lii.'.f.ured barring below; lEss uniform uppertail surface and

i".t iutr; tai l shorter; uni l".r uniform, less ochraceous facial disk.

i:."--',fr" nfritippi"" taxa of O. mrantananensis (cuyensis, n=3;-roiUior;r, 
5; sibuiuensis, l3; steerei , 1;.and'.mantananensis' 2 specimens

"*u-irr"a and photos of another), alius has narrower breast streak-

i.n, -or" tr icoloured barring oT venter; unstreaked .lower throat;

""? pt.-i"""tty 6u"a"a up"pgr taif.and tertials (similar -to the

"rilli"i" Lrm);'there ure addiiio.ral differences from each individual

tu*o., u,s well. None of the African taxa in the manadensis supetspecies

"r. ", ,i-il" r to alius as are some of the taxa treated above, and hence

;h;"; ;i i"utt with here, although all were examined for this

study.

LiJe history data-'if-t" 
hJlotyp" had greatly enlarged testes -(26 x 14 mm) when

coliected on T March. Ahe paratype was noted to have the 'ovary

gru.r.ttut' but an accompanying drawing showed it to be approaching

Bi""Jl"g condition (ca.'10mri lo,ng,.l irgest foll icle ca'^1-mm) on 2

ep+ "itn.ugh it w'as moulting thJ inner primaries. (P8-P10) at the

ti ine.'The hoiotype, collected ai it f l"* over a clearing, had e-aten'a

;il;t;;; ; b""ift (Apogonia ferruginea F')' (Abdulali 1967: 1.72)' T.h'e

;;;;;;;-l;as found'p&ching singlv on a tree' ca' 50 ft above the

;;;;a in the coastal 'forest, ia. l  kitr away from the water l ine ... '
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(B. Biswas in litt. to J. T. Marshall, 24 Aprll 1979); its stomach
'contained a mangled 4 inch gecko' (Abdulali 1978: 759).

Voice
The call of the female was rendered by S. S. Saha as 'ooo-m'

(Abdula l i  1978:759)  or  as ' r is ing long drawn ( last ing for  2  to  2.5 s) ,
single syllable melancholic moan, repeated after 3 to 5 s, 'otin' . . '
pouring'out its steady moaning note continuously for m-ore than 30
minutei or so . . . at about 2000 hrs . . . '  (8. Biswas in l i t t. to J. T.
Marshall, 24 Aprrl 1979). Terrrtorial calls of the male (those used as
taxonomic characters by Marshall 1,97 8\ are unknown.

C onseraation
Since only two specimens are known, from the same place on one

island, it may be that alius is at some degree of risk. Its possible
restriction to Great Nicobar is suggested by the fact that it was not
encountered on the more noftherly Nicobars despite the more extensive
collecting done there (Hume 1873, Butler 1899-1900, Richmond 1902).

Prior io collection of the first alius, the only collecting on Great
Nicobar was apparently 2-3 days by A. O. Hume's party (Hume 1873)
and under a month by W. L. Abbott (Richmond 1'902). However, the
Great Nicobar gfoup includes the nearby Litt le Nicobar (Stattersfield
et al. 19981. which is also l i tt le-known, so alius may occur there, and
surveys are urgently needed to establish the status of alius.In any case,
now ihat this well-marked, highly isolated taxon has finally received a
name, the process of studying and conserving it can commence.
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A case of 'song-capture': Rufous-naped Lark
uses nightjar song in place of its own song

by Jennifer F. M. Horne (9 Lester L. Short

Cases of mimicrv
involve the learning and incorporation into its own song
of part or all of the song of another species; sometimes

Receired 8 March 1997

involving song are common in birds. These usually

sons is taken as one of several songs in a species' repertory' as in some1n

emderizine finches (Baptista et al. 1981 , Petrinovich & Baptista 1987,
Baptista 1988). Often these finches, improvise and can acquire and
employ parts of the songs of other finches, as of part of a Strawberry
Fiich Amandaaa amandaaa song and modified Lincoln's Sparrow
Melospiza lincolnii songs by White-crowned Sparrows Zonotrichia
leucophrys (Baptista & Morton 1988). Less frequent is the acquisit ion
by one species of the full song of another that is then used exclusively-as
if it were the singer's own song. A captive Gouldian Findn Chloebia
gouldiae learned and mimicked all but a terminal element of the song of
an adjacently caged Strawberry Finch (Baptista 1973) as its sole song.
Snori (tgOOj documented the singing by a wild Field Sparrow Spizella
pusilla of the typical trill song of a Chipping Sparrow S . passerina as tl:'e
iole song of the Field Sparrow. All known examples involve related
con-familial species, or species of the same order. We here document
a case of such 'song-capture' involving the widespread African
Rufous-naped Lark Mirafra aJricana' This lark typically has a
relatively simple song uttered from the ground, or a perch (on a rock,

other birds. In some areas, such as our honeyguide study site in central

by one species
the mimicked

fence or tree), and an aerial song
not the former, often contains

that is more complex; the latter, but
mimicked bits from vocalisations of


